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NEW JERSEY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 

John Schreiber, President & CEO       David Rodriguez, Executive Producer 
Simma Levine, Producer 

with creative partner 

GEORGE STREET PLAYHOUSE 

present 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book and Lyrics by JENNY LAIRD & WILL OSBORNE 
Music and Lyrics by RANDY COURTS 

Based on Stage Fright on a Summer Night 
MAGIC TREE HOUSE #25 by MARY POPE OSBORNE 

 

featuring 

TERRENCE BERRY     AARON BOWES     EMMA CLAYE     TONI GARDNER   
ALEXANDRA NICOPOULOS     DANIEL SAULLE     TARRENCE J. TAYLOR 

 
Set Design Costume Design Lighting Design Sound Design 

JASON SIMMS KENISHA KELLY MICHAEL COLE TED CRIMY 

 
Stage Manager Production Manager Casting 

MEAGHAN N. FINLAY DAKOTA PEAK JASON STYRES, CSA 
 

General Management Musical Direction 
DR THEATRICAL MANAGEMENT DANIEL LINCOLN 

 
Choreographed by 

GREGORY OMAR OSBORNE 

Directed by 

JANEECE FREEMAN-CLARK 
 
 
 

Showtime with Shakespeare is produced by special arrangement with Tree House Jazz, LLC 
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Proud to support the Lincoln 
Center’s Imagination Series 

for more than 30 years
www.jlfortcollins.org

PLAY SPORTS ALL YEAR!
Fun & Healthy Indoor Sports for All Ages

Pre-School Sports Programs: Ages 3-5
Soccer . Baseball . Basketball . Football 

Golf . Karate . Lacrosse . Tennis 
Indoor Soccer Leagues:  Ages 5-18
Instructional Leagues:  Grades K-8

Baseball . Softball . Flag Football . Soccer 
Boys & Girls Lacrosse . Volleyball 

+ Youth Fitness Classes . Birthday Parties
 Holiday & Summer Camps . Instruction 

ARE YOU READY TO PLAY AT

22,000 SQ FT INDOOR TURF FIELD 
   Check our Web site or call for dates / times

/ details / registration / adult sports
www.edgesportscenter.com

970.472.0048
   4450 Denrose Ct.  Fort Collins @ I-25 & Highway 14

Where Families
& Athletes Play

Safe, Clean
& Friendly!

RECEIVE 20% OFF
MAGIC TREE HOUSE BOOKS

AT BARNES & NOBLE IN 
FORT COLLINS!
FEB 22–MAR 1



CAST 
(in alphabetical order) 
Dan the Bear / Ensemble.................................................................. Terrence Berry 
Shakespeare / Ensemble .....................................................................Aaron Bowes 
Annie .................................................................................................. Emma Claye 
Queen Elizabeth / Ensemble ............................................................... Toni Gardner 
Morgan / Ensemble ............................................................... Alexandra Nicopoulos 
Jack .................................................................................................... Daniel Saulle 
Bear Keeper / Ensemble ...............................................................Tarrence J. Taylor 

 
 

PRODUCTION STAFF CREDITS 

Casting ....................................................................................... Jason Styres, CSA 
Associate Choreographer ....................................................... Lawrence Dandridge 
Assistant Costume Designer .................................................................. Taylor Pico 
Dance Captain .................................................................................... Toni Gardner 
Wardrobe Supervisor ............................................................ Alexandra Nicopoulos 
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David Saint, Artistic Director 
Kelly Ryman, Managing Director 
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General Management 
DR Theatrical Management 
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Emily Currie    Megan Dettmer    Christophe Desorbay     

Moogie Brooks    Samantha Grubner
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Synopsis 
Stage Fright on a Summer Night is a 
cheery romp back to the Elizabethan 
era conjured by author Mary Pope 
Osborne as part of her Magic Tree House 
book series for young readers. The two 
main protagonists, Jack and Annie, 
travel back in time to Britannia and 
meet the famous playwright William 
Shakespeare, who is considered to be 
the greatest writer of the English 
language. 

Showtime with Shakespeare is a stage 
adaptation of that book. Infused with 
clever hip-hop rhyme schemes, energetic 
dance numbers, and fun musical 
arrangements, this live version 
accentuates the importance of 
Shakespeare to kids and adults alike in an 
entertaining way and drops many winking 
references to the Bard’s 37 or so plays. 

In this rap musical, siblings Jack and Annie 
see what appears to be a shooting star 
and spot their tree house! Inside is 
enchantress Morgan le Fay, who has a 
new mission waiting for them; they must 
solve her riddle: “To find a special magic, 
you must step into the light and without 
wand, spell, or charm turn daytime into 
night.” They locate a book about Merry 
Olde England and are whisked away to 
1601. 

Jack and Annie, now magically dressed in 
clothing of the time, get their bearings 
and discover they are in London. They 
read about the city in their book. The 
kids navigate their way through the 
crowded and smelly London Bridge, 
where many people live, eat, drink, and 
work. 

The two follow some jolly Londoners 
to a theater, but first encounter Dan, 
a caged dancing bear on the bridge. 
Dan tells them a story about how he 
was separated from his family and 
ended up in the clutches of his 
greedy and cruel master. They find 
out that Dan is slated to end his 
dancing days in a place called a “bear 
garden,” a term they don’t know. 
The bear’s master seems sinister 

about revealing its meaning. But they 
depart before Jack and Annie can ask 
more about the bear and his fate. 

They walk to the Globe Theater, while 
Jack reads up on bear gardens in the 
book he found in the tree house. The 
brother and sister are horrified to find 
out that a bear garden is a pit for bears 
to fight dogs for people’s amusement. 

They want to rescue Dan the bear, but 
Shakespeare meets the kids. He is so 
taken by how Jack reads that he wants 
to cast Jack as a sprite in a play, A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, which is 
premiering that day. Shakespeare says 
the original actors playing the sprites did 
not show up and he needs somebody 
now! This inclusion of a “play within a 
play” in the storyline is a nod to 
Shakespeare, who frequently used this 
device in his writings. Jack has a case of 
stage fright, but Annie steps up and says 
she can act with her brother. 
 
Because it’s against the law for females 
to act in plays, Annie pretends to be a 
boy named Andy in order to play her 
part. 
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More about Magic Tree House: Showtime with Shakespeare 
The musical is based on the book, Stage 
Fright on a Summer Night, part of the 
Magic Tree House series created by 
children’s book author Mary Pope 
Osborne. 

Mary Pope Osborne’s Magic Tree House 
books have sold more than 130 million 
copies all over the world and have been 
translated into more than 30 languages. 
The author studied theater, mythology, 
and comparative religion at the University 
of North Carolina Chapel Hill. 

The musical’s book and lyrics are by 
Will Osborne and Jenny Laird. Music 
and additional lyrics are by Randy 
Courts. Will Osborne is an actor, 

 
 
 

About NJPAC 
New Jersey Performing Arts Center 
(NJPAC), located in downtown Newark, 
NJ, has the most diverse programming 
and audience of any performing arts 
center in the country, and is the artistic, 
cultural, educational and civic center of 
New Jersey—where great performances 
and events enhance and transform lives 
every day. NJPAC brings diverse 
communities together, providing access 
to all and showcasing the state’s and the 
world’s best artists while acting as a 
leading catalyst in the revitalization of its 
home city. Through its extensive Arts 
Education programs, NJPAC is shaping 
the next generation of artists and arts 
enthusiasts. NJPAC has attracted more 
than 9 million visitors (including over 

playwright and director . He is also the 
husband of Mary Pope Osborne. 
 
They have collaborated on many Magic 
Tree House books over the years. Courts 
is an award-winning composer and 
lyricist, and has worked on notable 
musicals such as The Gifts of the Magi, 
Johnny Pye and the Fool-Killer, and 
Joseph and Mary. Jenny Laird, married 
to Courts, is also an award-winning 
playwright and a longtime Resident 
Playwright at Chicago Dramatists. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.7 million children and families) since 
opening its doors in 1997, and nurtures 
meaningful and lasting relationships with 
each of its constituents. 

Magic Tree House: Showtime with 
Shakespeare is the latest attraction of 
NJPAC Productions on Tour, which 
brings exciting, original theatrical 
works to cities here and abroad. Its 
properties include The Hip Hop 
Nutcracker, Carefree: Dancin’ with Fred 
& Ginger, and Jazz in the Key of Ellison. 

1513 E Mulberry St. Fort Collins, CO 80524www.fortfun.biz (970) 472-8000
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Baby pigs  
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& RELIEVE
STRESS 

Spring registration starts at 7 a.m., February 13 Spring 2020

Recreator Registration Opens February 13.

fcgov.com/recreation



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Home to Heaven is here to provide caring and compassionate in-
home pet hospice and euthanasia services for you when the time is 
right. We can care for your pets in our home-like clinic or we will 
come to your home, giving your furry family member the peace to 
pass in a familiar and loving environment. 
 
 
AVAILABLE TO HELP 24/7                                 CALL US AT 970-412-6212  
                                        HOMETOHEAVEN.NET 

*Hospice & Pain Management     *Acupuncture     *Loss Support Groups 
*In-Home Pet Euthanasia    *After-Life & Cremation Assistance 

 
When tomorrow 

starts without me, 
don’t think we’re 

far apart- 
For every time you 

think of me, 
I’m here inside  

your heart… 




